
Pre planning

• Vulnerability Assessments

• Resources

– Where

– How to get them there



Red is > 1000 m

Orange is > 1800 m

+ Fatal accident site

Ski Area

Heliski Operation

Other main risk sites

Nelson/Marlborough – St James

Arthurs Pass NP – Cragieburn

Mid Canterbury (Rakaia – Rangitata)

Aoraki – MacKenzie

Central Otago

Fiordland - Milford



Scenarios that we need to be prepared 

for

• Annually we can expect

– 20 to 30 incidents per annum

– 4 to 10 responses+ nationally for 1 to 4
• climbers 

• out of bounds boarders/skiers

• heliskiers

• ski patrollers

• ski tourers

• ski area users 

• hunters / trampers

+ = means needed help from outside of the involved group



Every 3 to 5 years one or 

more of the following

• Entire heliski party

• Major ski area incident

• Outdoor education/training group, large 

group of climbers, trampers or skiers

• Large group of walkers on a track near a 

road end

• Milford road bus




