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bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ {ŜŀǊŎƘ 
and Rescue Region

Approx 30 million km2 

2,200 SAR incidents 
per year

2705 people assisted 
(07/08)

645 distress beacon 
alerts (08/09)
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NZSAR Council
Purpose: To provide national level strategic governance to New 

Zealand Search and Rescue (SAR).

Objectives:
ÅTo provide strategic search and rescue policy advice to 

government.
ÅTo provide strong strategic co-ordination and leadership for all 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎόǎŜŀΣ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊύ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ  
search and rescue region.

ÅTo provide a centralised public voice for strategic SAR issues. 
ÅTo monitor New Zealand  international SAR obligations and provide 

strategic advice to the Government when needed.  
Å¢ƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ wŜǎŎǳŜΥ
ïVision
ïMission
ïGoals
ïPlan

Åand monitor performance agreements and goals within the plan.
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Purpose.   NZSAR will provide effective 
search and rescue services for people in 
ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
and rescue region in order to save lives. 

Vision.  To find and rescue people in 
ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
search and rescue resources, expertise and 
services.  5



NZSAR Strategic Goals

1. Enhance the efficiency and effectiveness 

of search and rescue

2. Achieve a culture of ñOne SAR bodyò

3. Promote Continuous Improvement

4. Maximise the potential of our people

5. Support SAR preventative strategies
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ÅMaritime New Zealand 

ÅCivil Aviation Authority 

ÅNew Zealand Police 

ÅNew Zealand Defence Force 

ÅMinistry of Transport 

ÅLand Search and Rescue Inc 

ÅRoyal New Zealand 

Coastguard Federation 

ÅAviation Industry Association 

ÅAmateur Radio Emergency 

Communications 

ÅSARINZ

ÅRescue Co-ordination Centre 

New Zealand 

ÅDepartment of Conservation 

ÅAmbulance New Zealand 

ÅThe New Zealand Mountain 

Safety Council 

ÅThe New Zealand Fire 

Service

ÅMaritime Operations Centre

ÅSurf Life Saving NZ 

ÅFederation of Commercial 

Fishermen

ÅAntarctica NZ

NZSAR Consultative Committee
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Values

The New Zealand Search and Rescue community will:

Åbe proficient at search and rescue; 

Åencourage open and effective communication;

Åcollaborate and co-operatebetween individuals, 
teams and organisations;

Ålearn from our individual and collective 
experiences;

Åbe efficient in the use of scarce resources;

Årecognise the dedication, courageand commitment
of the people who make up our sector.
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Aviation Assets

Access to:

29 Helicopter

39 x Light aircraft

1 x P3K Orion on standby

1 x UH1H on standby

People = 398



Land Assets

8 x Alpine Rescue Teams

Dog SAR - National coverage

Cave SAR - National coverage

1 x Antarctic team

62 x LandSAR Units

257 Police SAR coordinators

Equipment: 

Å255 vehicles

ÅRadios

ÅAlpine rescue equipment

ÅSubterranean rescue equipment

People = 4419



Maritime Assets

IRB x 211

Boats x 157

Hovercraft  x 1

People = 5863



Statistics ςIncidents
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Statistics ςBeacons
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ï From July 2009: 
ïNumber at risk.A number that totals the following 

sub groups:

ïLives saved:Where, if SAR agencies had not 
intervened, life would definitely have been lost. 

ïLives rescued:Where SAR agencies locate and rescue 
a person or people at risk and return them to a safe 
location.

ïLives assisted:Where SAR agencies aid a person or 
people at low risk, but who, if left, would be at risk.

ïNumber perished:Where SAR agencies respond to an 
incident and locate a person or people who have 
perished.
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20

Density of SAR incidents 

on land over 4 years
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Government SAR Expenditure  ($,000s)

RCCNZ $4,719

Police $2,838

SLAs $2,759

NZDF $627

Secretariat $318
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NZSAR Workshops

ÅLand Communications,  Wgtn, 22 Oct

ÅHoist operators, Ohakea, 19/20 Nov

ÅDementia & SAR, Akl, TBC

ÅMarine SAR,  NI, TBC 2010

ÅMarine SAR, SI, TBC 2010

ÅAvalanche, SI, May 2010

Australian representation welcome at all.
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