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and Rescue Region

Approx 30 million km2 

Approx 2,200 SAR 
incidents per year

2924 people assisted 
(08/09)

645 distress beacon 
alerts (08/09)



Cabinet

Ministers of Transport, Police & Defence

NZSAR Council

MOT (Chair)

CAA, MNZ, NZDF, Police

NZ PoliceMNZ

NZSAR Secretariat

NZSAR Consultative

Committee
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SAR OPERATIONS



Coordination Responsibilities
Category 1

A SAROP coordinated at 

the local level; including 

land operations, 

subterranean operations, 

river, lake and inland 

waterway operations and 

close-to-shore marine 

operations.

Category 2

A SAROP coordinated at the 

national level; including, operations 

associated with missing aircraft or 

aircraft in distress and off-shore 

marine operations within the New 

Zealand Search and Rescue 

Region. Category 2 SAROPs 

typically require the use of national 

or international resources and may 

involve coordination with other 

States.



NZSAR Strategic Goals

1. Enhance the efficiency and effectiveness 

of search and rescue

2. Achieve a culture of ñOne SAR bodyò

3. Promote Continuous Improvement

4. Maximise the potential of our people

5. Support SAR preventative strategies



Values

The New Zealand Search and Rescue community will:

Åbe proficient at search and rescue; 

Åencourage open and effective communication;

Åcollaborate and co-operatebetween individuals, 
teams and organisations;

Ålearn from our individual and collective 
experiences;

Åbe efficient in the use of scarce resources;

Årecognise the dedication, courageand commitment
of the people who make up our sector.
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ÅOver 12,800 people are involved in the 

New Zealand Search and Rescue Sector

Å91% of them are volunteers

The SAR Sector



Land Assets

8 x Alpine Rescue Teams

Dog SAR - National coverage

Cave SAR - National coverage

1 x Antarctic team

62 x LandSAR Units

257 Police SAR coordinators

Equipment: 

Å255 vehicles

ÅRadios

ÅAlpine rescue equipment

ÅSubterranean rescue equipment

People = 4419



Aviation Assets

29 Helicopter

39 x Light aircraft

1 x P3K Orion on standby

1 x UH1H on standby

People = 398



Maritime Assets

IRB x 211

Boats x 157

Hovercraft  x 1

People = 5863








