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����
FOREWORD 

 
2004 – 2005 SAR STATISTICS 

 
 

Police Annual Search and Rescue Statistics have been collated from the electronic 
data collection form on Police Lotus Notes. The continued development of this form 
is enabling more accurate statistics to be recorded with more data on lost person 
behaviour able to be captured.  A 16% increase in recorded search and rescue 
(SAR) activity for the past year indicates that statistics are being captured at a higher 
rate and that reported SAR incidents have increased. 
 
 
The statistics for 2004 2005 give the following highlights: 

 

·  845 class two land search and rescue incidents 

·  648 class two marine search and rescue incidents 

·  1561 incidents were attended 

·  Over 3,500 people were assisted 

·  $1,308,645.71 were spent delivering class II land incident response 

·  $449,850 were spent delivering class II marine incident response 

·  $63,228 were spent by Police delivering class III land incident response 

·  $66,645 were spent by Police delivering class III marine incident response 

 
The Search and Rescue environment is constantly changing.  A significant change 
that will affect response time to persons in distress is the decreased functionality of 
the COSPAS-SARSAT system.  Those who use 121.5 megahertz beacons should 
investigate the many advantages of registered 406 megahertz beacons.  To ensure 
an effective and efficient response to the ever growing numbers of outdoor 
enthusiasts a cooperative approach and intelligent use of technology is vital. The 
combined use of both will see persons rescued more quickly in a more effective 
manner. 
 
 
 
Geoff Logan 
Coordinator: Search and Rescue 
Office of Commissioner 
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Operational Overview  

Class 2 Operations 

 LAND 845 57% 

 MARINE 648 43% 

 Total for Class 2  1284 100% 

Class 3 Operations 

 LAND 37 58% 

 MARINE 27 42% 

     
 Total for Class 3  64  100% 

 

Not categorized 4 0.003% 

 LAND 3 75% 

 MARINE 1 25% 

 
  
 
 

Total         1561
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District Totals  

District  Class  LAND MARINE TOTAL 

AUCKLAND CITY CLASS 2    13 46 59 

AUCKLAND CITY CLASS 3        0 1 1 

AUCKLAND CITY  TOTAL    13 47 60 

BAY OF PLENTY CLASS 2    95 90 185 

BAY OF PLENTY CLASS 3    10 2 12 

BAY OF PLENTY  TOTAL  105 92 197 

CANTERBURY CLASS 2  81 61 142 

CANTERBURY CLASS 3    3 2 5 

CANTERBURY  TOTAL  84 63 147 

CENTRAL CLASS 2  93 33 126 

CENTRAL CLASS 3    3 2 5 

Not Catergorised   1 

CENTRAL  TOTAL  98 35 132 

COUNTIES/MANAKAU CLASS 2  10 19 29 

COUNTIES/MANAKAU CLASS 3    0 1 1 

COUNTIES/MANAKAU  TOTAL  10 20 30 

EASTERN CLASS 2  21 41 62 

EASTERN CLASS 3    0 0 0 

EASTERN  TOTAL  21 41 62 

NORTH SHORE/WAITAKERE CLASS 2  33 47 80 

NORTH SHORE/WAITAKERE CLASS 3    0 1 1 

NORTH SHORE/WAITAKERE  TOTAL  33 47 81 
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District  Class  LAND MARINE TOTAL 

NORTHLAND CLASS 2     34 47 81 

NORTHLAND CLASS 3       1 4 5 

NORTHLAND  TOTAL    34 47 86 

SOUTHERN CLASS 2   185 53 238 

SOUTHERN CLASS 3     16 5 21 

Not Catergorised   1 

SOUTHERN  TOTAL  201 58 260 

TASMAN CLASS 2   111 52 163 

TASMAN CLASS 3      3 4 7 

Not Catergorised   1 

TASMAN  TOTAL  114 56 171 

WAIKATO CLASS 2    14 30 44 

WAIKATO CLASS 3          0  0           0 

WAIKATO TOTAL       12  49         61 

WELLINGTON CLASS 2  155 129 284 

WELLINGTON CLASS 3     0 5 5 

WELLINGTON  TOTAL  155 134 289 

Grand Total:         (Not Categorized)  4 882 675 1561 
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District Totals Breakdown by Month 

 
District Name Total Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

AUCKLAND CITY 60 5 4 2 5 6 13 7 4 4 4 1 5
BAY OF PLENTY 198 13 7 11 15 21 15 35 18 19 22 9 13
CANTERBURY 148 5 10 7 9 15 11 28 23 16 14 9 1
CENTRAL 132 13 5 8 13 14 5 24 7 9 17 10 7
COUNTIES/MANAKAU 30 2 3 1 4 2 2 7 4 4 1 0 0
EASTERN 62 4 3 7 7 3 9 6 2 6 6 3 6
NORTH 
SHORE/WAITAKERE 81 13 3 3 8 5 7 10 4 9 7 5 7
NORTHLAND 86 3 1 5 7 12 18 1 6 1 14 8 10
SOUTHERN 260 23 13 9 15 15 27 41 26 29 36 14 12
TASMAN 171 21 7 8 8 14 18 23 13 15 19 15 10
WAIKATO 44 2 1 3 4 5 5 10 3 4 3 2 2
WELLINGTON 289 21 17 20 30 31 23 38 27 23 22 16 21
TOTAL 1561 125 74 84 125 143 153 230 137 139 165 92 94
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Main Recreational Activity Totals 
 
Activity Type Land Marine Total 
 
BOATING - POWER   369   369 

CANYONING   1        1 

CAVING   4         4 

CLIMBING 35       35 

DEMENTIA 37      37 

DESPONDENT 28       28 

EXTREME SPORTS  6       6  

FISHING 15      15 

FLYING              3 

HUNTING 86       86 

IINTELLECTUALLY IMPAIRED 18       18 

KAYAKER 13       13 

MOUNTAIN BIKER 25      25 

NOT SPECIFIED 30    55     85  

OTHER 173 177   350 

PSYCHOTIC   22       22 

RAFTING  10     6      16 

RUNNER   6        6 

SKIING  13        13 

SNOWBOARDING   7         7 

SUICIDE 40      40 

SURFING  25      25  

SWIMMING   37     37 

TOWED ACTIVITY    4       4 

TRAMPING 247     247 

WALKING  108      108 

WORKING   21       21 

TOTAL 945 673 1621
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Incidents by Catergory
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Totals of Operations By Problem Type  

Problem  LAND MARINE TOTAL 
 
ALCOHOL SUSPECTED        3           3 

COLLISION WITH OTHER 

 VESSEL    6     6 

COLLISION WITH  

STRUCTURE     6    6 

CREW INEXPERIENCED   20   20 

DARKNESS        39   39 

DRUGS SUSPECTED     1     1 

EQUIPMENT FAILURE    14    14 

FALLING OBJECT/ 

AVALANCHE   11  11 

FIRE 7    7 

FUEL SYSTEM FAILURE 20   20 

HASTE     4     4 

HUMAN ERROR 299 99 398 

INJURY    6    6 

LACK OF FUEL    6    6 

MAN OVER BOARD  38   38 

MEDICAL  13  13 

NATURE 11   11 

NAVIGATION ERROR     24   24 

NOT SPECIFIED   76 103  179 

OTHER 206 173 379 

OTHER PERSON      16     16 
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OVER RELIANCE IN  

ELECTRONICS      3     3 

PROPULSION/ENGINE  

FAILURE   111 111 

SEA SICK    4   4 

SELF INFLICTED  66  66 

SKIPPER INEXPERIENCED  30 30 

UNKNOWN 78  78 

VESSEL EQUIPMENT  

FAILURE   39  39 

VESSEL STRUCTURE  

FAILURE   14  14 

VESSEL UNSUITABLE  

FOR VOYAGE   16  16 

WEATHER      65   65 

WEATHER TOO LIGHT     5    5 

WEATHER TOO SEVERE  88 88 

Grand Total:  885 835  1720 

MISSING PERSON BY GENDER

FEMALES

MALES

GENDER NOT SPECIFIED
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Subjects By Gender and Age Groups 

 

FEMALE 
 Age Unknown  23 

 0 to 9  17 

 10 to 19  23 

 20 to 29  62 

 30 to 39  33 

 40 to 49  34 

 50 to 59  25 

 70 to 79 27 

 60 to 69  13   

 80 to 89  10 

 90 to 99 1 

 100 + 1 

 

TOTAL FEMALES  277 

 

MALE 
 Age Unknown  214 

 0 to 9  26 

 10 to 19  111 

 20 to 29  168 

 30 to 39  168 

 40 to 49  154 

 50 to 59  111 

 60 to 69  70 

 70 to 79  33 

 80 to 89  18 

 90 to 99  1 

TOTAL MALES  1070 

GENDER NOT SPECIFIED 214 
COMBINED TOTAL :  1561 
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Summary Report on % of Victims as Tourists 

NZ Resident or Tourist?  TOTAL % of  

New Zealand Resident 1355 87% 

Tourist  206 13% 

Total      1561        100% 

 

 
N Z 

Resident Tourist % 
Auckland 59 1 2 
Bay of Plenty 172 26 15 
Canterbury 121 27 22 
Central 117 15 13 
Counties/Manakau 29 1 3 
Eastern 57 5 6 
North 
Shore/Waitakari 79 2 3 
Northland 80 6 8 
Southern 179 81 45 
Tasman 140 31 22 
Waikato 40 4 10 
Wellington 282 7 2 
    
    

SUMMARY REPORT ON MISSING PERSONS BY RESIDENCY

New Zealand Resident

Tourist
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Nature of Delay, by District 
 

DISTRICT INJURED LOST  MEDICAL MISSING OVERDUE 
(Not 
Catergorized) Total 

LAND               
Auckland     1 12     13 
Bay of Plenty 36 20 2 15 33   106 
Canterbury 19 8 5 13 36 3 84 
Central 26 22 2 13 29 5 97 
Counties/Manakau   2 1 5 2   10 
Eastern 1 3   2 12 3 21 
North 
Shore/Waitakari 4 8 2 11 8   33 
Northland 2 5 1 18 9   35 
Southern 71 24 26 19 50 12 202 
Tasman 28 9 7 17 46 8 115 
Waikato 1 5 1 3 4   14 
Wellington 29 21 17 53 29 6 155 

TOTAL 217 127 65 181 258 37 885 

MARINE FATAL LOST OTHER   
OVER 
DUE 

(Not 
Catergorized)   

Auckland 2 1 37   6 1 47 
Bay of Plenty 7 4 71   9 1 92 
Canterbury 1 2 54   3 4 64 
Central 1   31   2 1 35 
Counties/Manakau 1   16   3   20 
Eastern 3 2 31   4 1 41 
North 
Shore/Waitakari 2 4 35   5 2 48 
Northland 3 3 31   14   51 
Southern 3   48   6 1 58 
Tasman 2 3 44   6 1 56 
Waikato 5 1 21   3   30 
Wellington 4 3 117   7 3 134 

TOTAL 34 23 536   68 15 676 

GRAND TOTAL 251 150 601 181 326 52 1561 
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FATALITIES 
2004/2005 106  

Date Gender Age Target Group Problem Type District Name 
LAND      

6/08/2004 Female 35  Human Error Bay of Plenty 
6/03/2005 Female 23 Private tramping group Human Error Southern 
9/03/2005 Female 42 Guiding Company Human Error Canterbury 

16/07/2004 Female 22  Other Southern 
19/09/2004 Female 5  Other Bay of Plenty 
10/07/2004 Female 63  Self Inflicted Central 
9/06/2005 Female 34  Self Inflicted Tasman 

16/07/2004 Male 23  Other Southern 
16/07/2004 Female 23  Unknown Southern 
5/10/2004 Female 26 One  Canterbury 

22/06/2005 Female 75   Auckland City 
3/05/2005 Male 43 Pilot Equipment Failure Central 
7/07/2004 Male 52  Human Error Central 

19/08/2004 Male 89  Human Error Counties/Manukau

19/11/2004 Male 23  Human Error 
North 
Shore/Waitakere 

27/11/2004 Male 30  Human Error Southern 
2/01/2005 Male 22  Human Error Southern 

12/01/2005 Male 29  Human Error Southern 
11/01/2005 Male 29  Human Error Southern 
12/02/2005 Male 19  Human Error Southern 
26/01/2005 Male 48  Human Error Canterbury 
29/03/2005 Male 54  Human Error Waikato 
31/12/2004 Male 19  Human Error Auckland City 
8/03/2005 Male 80  Human Error Central 

17/04/2005 Male 41 Private  Human Error Southern 
2/04/2005 Male 52 Private Human Error Bay of Plenty 

28/05/2005 Male 80  Human Error Bay of Plenty 
6/06/2005 Male 21  Human Error Central 

17/08/2004 Male 22 Government Agency Other Canterbury 
31/10/2004 Male 69  Other Bay of Plenty 
30/11/2004 Male 63  Other Central 
5/03/2005 Male 75  Other Southern 

23/03/2005 Male 68  Other Southern 
16/09/2004 Male 45  Other Wellington 
25/03/2005 Male 19  Other Counties/Manukau
12/01/2005 Male 29  Other Person Southern 
17/07/2004 Male 21  Self Inflicted Eastern 
1/10/2004 Male 57  Self Inflicted Central 

20/09/2004 Male 64  Self Inflicted Wellington 
11/05/2004 Male 38  Self Inflicted Southern 
13/10/2004 Male 33  Self Inflicted Northland 
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8/12/2004 Male 31  Self Inflicted Bay of Plenty 
31/12/2004 Male 35  Self Inflicted Bay of Plenty 
14/01/2005 Male 32  Self Inflicted Central 
2/01/2005 Male 59  Self Inflicted Tasman 

11/04/2005 Male 79  Self Inflicted Central 
20/03/2004 Male 30  Self Inflicted Bay of Plenty 
27/04/2005 Male 19  Self Inflicted Wellington 
12/09/2004 Male 17  Unknown Southern 
22/01/2005 Male 68  Unknown Wellington 
15/12/2004 Male 66  Unknown Central 
2/02/2005 Male 36  Unknown Bay of Plenty 

12/01/2005 Male 44 Aerial  Unknown Southern 
15/03/2005 Male 48  Unknown Tasman 

19/03/2005 Male 62  Unknown 
North 
Shore/Waitakere 

24/06/2005 Male 69  Unknown Southern 
23/11/2004 Male 35  Unknown Wellington 
9/06/2005 Male 53  Unknown Wellington 
9/10/2003 Male 24  Weather Tasman 
8/04/2005 Male 39 Solo Weather Canterbury 

18/10/2004 Male    Auckland City 

20/01/2005 Unknown   Self Inflicted 
North 
Shore/Waitakere 

27/04/2005 Unknown   Unknown Southern 
MARINE      
16/06/2004 Female 17  Other Central 
11/11/2004 Female 74  Other Central 
7/01/2005 Female   Other Central 
6/03/2005 Female 47  Other Tasman 

19/06/2005 Female 51 Nil Other Wellington 
14/12/2004 Female 36   Southern 
31/12/2004 Male 19  Alcohol suspected Auckland City 
2/05/2005 Male 65  Collision with vessel Tasman 

31/10/2004 Male 69  Collision with Structure Canterbury 
29/01/2005 Male 13  Crew inexperienced Bay of Plenty 
21/11/2004 Male 46  Human Error Bay of Plenty 
7/11/2004 Male 7 N/A Human Error Central 

14/10/2004 Male 48  Human Error Eastern 
12/02/2005 Male 32 Private Human Error Counties/Manukau
17/11/2004 Male 32  Human Error Eastern 
26/09/2004 Male 35  Human Error Eastern 
18/12/2004 Male 75  Man Over Board Northland 

14/01/2005 Male 65  Medical 
North 
Shore/Waitakere 

16/01/2005 Male 55  Medical Eastern 
4/05/2005 Male 57  Medical Southern 

27/07/2004 Male 60  Navigation Error Bay of Plenty 
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3/07/2004 Male 43  Other Northland 
10/07/2004 Male 35  Other Tasman 
25/12/2004 Male 44  Other Southern 
23/09/2004 Male 44  Other Bay of Plenty 
28/11/2004 Male 23  Other Wellington 
15/12/2004 Male 38  Other Southern 
25/12/2004 Male 24 Private Other Waikato 
16/01/2005 Male 60 Private Other Bay of Plenty 
1/03/2005 Male 80  Other Bay of Plenty 

23/06/2005 Male 48  Other Wellington 

14/10/2004 Male 48  
Propulsion/Engine 
Failure Eastern 

11/03/2005 Male 22  Vessel unsuitable Southern 
27/07/2004 Male 60  Weather Too severe Bay of Plenty 
14/10/2004 Male 50  Weather Too severe Eastern 
31/01/2005 Male   Weather Too severe Waikato 

5/03/2005 Male 55  Weather Too severe 
North 
Shore/Waitakere 

3/10/2003 Male 58   Wellington 
3/11/2004 Male 37   Tasman 

30/01/2005 Male 31   Waikato 
19/02/2005 Male    Northland 
27/01/2005 Male 16   Bay of Plenty 
8/05/2005 Male 43   Waikato 

28/09/2004 Male 61   Eastern 
 


