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Covered in this session
Scenarios when an OSC may be appointed
Pre-requisites for an OSC
How an OSC  is appointed
The job description 
The course structure
Into the future



Some key Points

One SAR Body
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OSC Appointed 

Several different locations

Communication difficulties

Complex asset tasking 

When coordinating authority busy



OSC Pre-requisites

The definition 

OSC is a competent person appointed by 
and responsible to the coordinating authority 
for the coordination of a component of a 
search and/or rescue



On Scene Coordinator 

How Appointed
Coordinating Authority

Incident Controller (SMC) 
Operations, Planning/Intelligence, Logistics  

Operations Logistics Planning
Intelligence

OSC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For a large portion of RCCNZ  SAROP’s the coordination of the entire event is kept in house with the SMC looking after all aspects of the SAR

Check everyone is familiar with the term SMC and the comparison to Incident controller. SMC is used for presentation but could use IC if required 

If SMC appoints an OSC it will normally be for a large operation and in the first instance the OSC will most likely be required to coordinate the field operations.

Depending on the size of the operation there may be a requirement to manager some of the logistics or planning as well

In a really large SAROP there  may also be more than one OSC appointed and they in turn may also appoint their own OSC or On scene commander (what term is to be used here)



Roles and Responsibilities
1. Assume operational coordination of SAR 

facilities on scene on behalf of the IC within 
the extend of the delegated authority

2. Set up communications with IC and Search 
Assets

3. Manage search assets assigned to OSC
4. Provide field intelligence and advice 
5. Monitor health and safety of all SAR 

personal



Content of the course
•Three day courses
•Roles and responsibilities 
•NZSAR asset data base
•Reporting procedures and processes 
•SAR safety plans
•Communications
•2 x simulations
•3 x table top exercises 



Into the future

•Two courses scheduled for 2012
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